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Bob Smith (ce Bernabei, och) re your 12/8 and enc. 12/7 12/9/71 


Pursuit of the tracing of the pistol strikes me as a rather worthwhile research 
projecte Perhaps you can also go further with the rifle order than Hoch and I have, but I 
think you may want to check my file on this. I also think Paul's recollection will be much 
better than mine on this. Wie worked on it together and he has copies of eveyything I have. 


A general comment; Bernabei is an authentic expert, and I think you should send him 
a copy of your 12/7 memo with attachments (I have not time now to read the attachments but 
I respond in order that this not get forgotten in the press of too many things). What may 
seem reasonab}e on the basis of logic may not be on the basis of ballistics, for example. I 
am sending him the carbon of your 12/8 to ime. 


What Hoch and I have includes even the copies of the magazines the FBI dusted (negatvely 
as I recall) fromAlba and reports (inadequate/ on the tracing of the magazines there. It seems 
to me that there was a mysteriously, pretendedly official visitor before the FBI, 


An assortment of people, including Garrison and I think Sprague, have conjectured that 
some kind of explosive ammo was used. Leon Davidson postulated ice bullets. I see no reason 
for anything like these farout things, particularly not if the M-C was planted to be found 
and was not used, as is my belief. They needlessly complicate the entire affair and intro- 
duce ( Hernabei can tell you if this is wrong) hazards in return for no gain. The most 
important single factor in a successful assassination, aside from the competence of the 
shooters, is true flight of the projectiles. Explosive bullets and things of that sort 
are not as dependable in flight and, with good marksmen, serve no real need. The weapon 
and the type of ammo used depend upon the conditions of the assassination. For example, if 
it were to be other than close (and any part of Dealey Plaza is close to the most remote 
part in terms of shooting) a small-calibre, high-velocity aumo is best, for the lighter 
weight of the projectile and its higher velocity give it a flatter trajectory over a longer 
range, And this kind of ammo, in the readily-available hunting or varminting varieties, is 
designed to mshroom and fragment on impact, a humanitarian consideration when used against 
animals. Larger calibres behave similarly, but they require more opposition in fragmenting 
and mushrooming. This remains relatively little opposition. As bernabei explained it to me 
in the King assassination, the use of .30-06 rather than 243 in the Remington Lokt-Core 
line makes it more likely that the shot would be a success were &he window of a car to have 
been between the shooter and the victim, the difference being accounted for my the greater 
mass of the .30-06 and thelarger size of the projectile/ tending to carry more of it to the 
target. He can probably explain this better than I, or you can see his explanation in my files. 


It is my recollection that what I located in the Archives includes or fits what Hoch 
had that shows the torn part of the page is identical with the missing piece sent to Klein's. 
One aspect that may be worth further inquiry is t e dependability of the handwriting analysis 
on which, as I recall, all that orde: hangs. 


I also have a Remington catalogue you might find interesting. It pictures and describes 
all the ammo they make and gives the characteristics. I also have relevant pages from standard 
spurces on the kinds of ammo that could have been used in the King case. Some may help. 


First I would add this opinion? we have to get away from the hangup that military 
ammo was used in the crime. 1 do not believe it was and, aside from the alleged traces of 
copper found on the JFK clothing in back only, which does not mean military ammo but includes 
it, there is no evidence of which I know indicating that it was. The behavior, or the behavior 
as we have been told and as we have been able to reconstruct, indicates that it wasn't and 
it was the worst kind to use for that job. Until I can arrange the printing of POST MORTEM I 
am not disclosing all I have on this. The simplest persuasion is the spectro cases If it backed 
the official mythology, do you doubt for a moment they'd withhold it and force me to court on 
it? Rather would they be anxious for it to be known. And my work on the pictures I showed you 
and Yim summer before the one past has gone very far forward. The entire story is false. All 
of it, in all particulars. 
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There is another possibility in "late issue" other than currency in the ad, one I 
consider more likely. "Issue" has a special meaning in the military. I think as used in this 
ad it may well have been intended to mean a later model, one issued to the troops later. 


On substitutions, particularly on inexpensive items bought by nailb + haven't used 
the mail-order houses much in recent years, but it was always the standard practise to 
substitute the similar if available when what was ordered was not. In those cases, it seems 
to me an order clerk included a printed or mimeographed form so stating or mage a note on 
the copy of the order returned with the shipment. I think Kléin's would have done something 
like this in the normal course of business. Of course, what is not lightly dismissed is the 
official failure to check it all out and provide a persuasive explanation. As I recall, it 


was either ignored or close to ite 


One of the aspects of these ads that have always interested me is the purcahse of 
junkier stuff than was necessary, better equipment being available in the same price range. 
And, if LUO had known what he was doing, he could have bought identical crap for less in Dallas 
and without leaving the traces mail entailed. The ads you copied show much better stuff for 
close to the same price, both rifles and pistols, so if he got what is attributed to hin, 
he sure as hell didn't know what he was doing to begin with. 


Another general comment, and this addresses the matter of explosive and other 
exotic bullets: I think successful assassinations require the greatest simplicity, in 
concept, execution and participants. The Sprague extension of Garrison is sheet insanity. 
Where could you find at least 50 ‘he had these on the scene!) who could escape detection 
and keep their mouths closed? And what was the need for them? Same with umbrella signals 
(a conjecture made easier by ignoring the second one!), What need? Or for radio? What is 

wrong with the first shot as all the signal needed, if any was? The more complicated we 
make all of this, the more we escape reality, confuse outselves and frustrate success. 


On Wecht: I also do not expect he will get access, but I regard it as the worst 
potential disaster if he should. There is too little political understanding and thinking. 
As of now there is relatively little we can learn from access to the film anyway, for we 
(meaning for the most part I, given the ethics and dependability of the critical community) 
know most of what it can show. And some of what it cannot. The many ways in which this can be 
counter-productive have not dawned on those who have not thought it through or lack the 
knowledge of fact that is requisite for doing it. It was a serious error on his part not 
to discuss this with me first, particularly because he was privy to some of my newer data 
and knew what I was working on and had an invitation to come here to examine all of it dating 
from the Halleck hearing. Perhaps in the days when we were restricted to the 26 and what any 
of us could extract from them such an approach, in vacuuo, could be justified. But not now. 
So, despite my great respect for Cyril's competence and objectives, I am satisfied that his 
frustration in this endeavor is in our interest. In telling you this, I also tell you what 
you may not know, that I was the first to ask for access to this film, the day it was announced 


that it had been transferred. It took much to change my thinking. 


Sin erely, 
. | jA_ 
ld Weisberg 
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Sob Smith (ce ternabei, och) re your 12/8 and one. 12/7 12/9/71 


sursuit of the tracing or tne pistol strikes ue as a rather wortiwhile xr osexurch 
project. ferhaps you can also go further with the rifle order than loch and + have, but I 
thiai you uny want to clock gy file on this. I also think Paul's recollection will be much 
better then mine on thise .e wecked on it together ani he has coples of eveyytiting | beve. 


é& ooneral comments sernabei i an authentic expert, ani f think sou should send him 
a copy ol your 12/7 momo with attachmonts (I have not time now to read the attaciments but 
L respond in order that this not get forgotten in the press of too mmy things). what uny 
sec reasonable on the basis of logic may not be on the basis of ballistics, for example. lL 
ni sending him the carbon of your 12/8 to We. 


What Loch and I h ve includes even the copies of the nagazines the :I dusted (nu atvely 
as I recall) fromalba and reports \inadequate/ on the tracing of the wagnzines there. 1+ secms 
to me that there was 4 mysteriously, pretendedly official visitor before the iul, 


wn assortment of people, including Garrison an: 1 think Sprague, have conjectured that 
some Kind of explosive ammo was used. “en Vavidson postulated ice bullets. 1 see no reason 
for anythin, like these farout things, particularly not if the '-C was planted to be found 
and was not used, as is my blicf. They needlessly complic,te the ontire affair and intro 
duce ( ~ernabei can tell you if this is wrong) hazards in return for no gine “the most 
important single factor in a successful assassiiation, aside from the competence oi the 
shooters, is true flight of the projectiles. Explosive bullets and things of that sort 
are not as dependable in slisht and, with ood marismen, serve no real need. ‘the weapon 
and the type of ammo used depend upon the conditions of tue assassination. for exanuple, if 
it were to be other than close (and any part of Vealey Plaza is close to the most remote 
part in terms of shooting) a scall-calibre, high-velocity azmo is best, for th: lLijshter 
weit of th projectile and its higher velocity give it a flatter trajectory over a longer 
ramge, and this kind of a.mo, in the readilyeav ilable hunting or varmintin,; varieties, is 
desipmed to mushroom and fragment on impact, a htwnanitarian consideration when used ayainst 
animkls. Larger calibres behave similarly, but they require more opposition in fragnenting 
and wushrooming. shis remains relatively little opsosition. As bernabei exlaiuea it to we 
iu the King assassination, the use of .30-06 rather than 2.243 in the Hemington Lokt-Core 
line uakes it more likely that the shot would be a success were &he window of a car to have 
been between the shooter and the victin, the difference being accounted for my the greater 
mass of the «30-06 and thelarger size of the projectile{ tending to carry nore of it to the 
targete He can probably explain this better than I, or you can se: his explenation in my files. 


It is ay recollection that what 1 located in the archives includes or fits what loch 
had that shows the torn part of the page is identical with the missing piece sunt to .lein's. 
One aspect that way be worth further inquiry is ¢ e dependability of the handwriting uialysis 
on which, as 1 recall, all that orde: hangs. 


1 also have a emington catalogue you wight find interestin;;. 1: pictures and describes 
all the amuo they make ani gives the characteristics. i also have relevant paves from standard 
s urces on the kinds of aumo that could have been used in the “ing case. vome say helpe 


First I would add this opinion: we have to get away from th. hangup that military 
ammo was used in the crime. 4 do not bélieve it was and, aside from the alleved traces of 
copper Tounc on the Jk clothing in back only, which does not mean military amso but includes 
it, there is no evidence of which 1 imow indicating that it wase the behavior, or th: btchavior 
as w. have beon told anu as we have been able to reconstruct, indicates that it wasn't and 
it was the worst <ini to use for that jobe Until I con arrange the printin, of Foul .vitiad I 
au not disclosing all + have on this. the simplest -ersussion is the spectro cose. If it backed 
the .fficial uythology, do you doubt for a uowent they'd withhold it and roree we to court on 
it? sather would they be anxious for it to be kiown. and my work on the pictures I snowed you 
and “im suiier before th. one past has gone very far forward, The entire story is false. All 
of it, in all particulars, 


es 





BS = FEILER SOF PEED ON PE BABU LEE OE BIBI SBE” SBI, EB sea 


t 
¥ 
' 
, 
wt 
N 


—— 


+ PA ID EIEIIIOIISS UASPRAS CCE LIELB CTE 6d 
_ SPREE at LER AT EESTI ee EELS TERI 


Shere is another possibility in "late is:ue" other than currency in the ad, one I 
consider more likely. "Is.ue" has a special meanin: im the military. 1 think as used in this 
ad it may well have been intendcd to hean a later nodel, one issued to the troops later. 


On substitutions, particularly on inexpeisive items bought by uailz * haven't used 
the waileorwer houses much in recent years, but it was always the standard practise to 
substitute the similar if available when what was ordered was uote ln tho.e cascs, it scons 
to me an order clerk included a printed or mimcographeu form so stating or mage a note on 
the copy ol the order returned with the shi ment. I tink Klein's woule have done sous thing 
like this in the norual course of bushness. uf course, wh t is not ligh ly dismissed is the 
official failure to check it all out and provide a persuasive explanutione as I recall, it 
was cither ignored or close to it. 


One of the aspects or these ads that have always interusted oe is the purcahse of 
jJuukier stuf: than wa. neccessary, better ecuipsont being availaole in the same price rape 
aod, if LO had imown what he was doing, h: could have bougiits identical crap for less in villas 
ani without leaving the traces mail cntailed. The ads you copied show much better stuff ior 
clos. to the same price, both rifles anu pistols, so if he got what is attributed to nin, 
he sure as hell didn't lmow what he was doing to begin withe 


another general comment, and this addresses the matter oi explosive anv other 
exotic bullets: I titink successful assassinations require the greatest simplicity, in 
concept, execution and participants, ihe Sprague extension oi Uarrison is shect insanitye 
Where could you find at least 50 ‘he had these on the scens:) who could escape detection 
and keep their mouths closed? And what was the need for them? Jame with umbrella signals 
(a conjecture made easier by ign ring the second one!). what need? Ur for radio? what is 

wrong wit.. the firot shot as all the sijmal needea, if any was? the nore conplicutea we 

make ull ol this, th: more we escape reality, confuse outselves ani fru..trate guCcciuS:.. 


ss On wecht: I also do not expect he will get access, but 1 reyard it as the worst 
potential disaster if he should. There is too little political understuiding und thinkinge 

As of now there is relatively little we can learn from access to the film anyway, for we 
(meaning for the nost part I, given the ethics and dependability of the critical community 
‘now vost of what it can show. And some of what it camot. ‘he many ways in which this can be 
counter-productive have not dawned on those who have not thought it through or lack the 
knowledge of fact that is requisite for doing it. It was a serious error on his purt not 

to discuss this with me first, particularly because he was privy to some of my newer data 

ana knew what 1 was working on and had an invitation to come herc to examine all ot it dating 
fron the Halleck hearing. Perhaps in th. days when we were restricted to the 26 and what any 
of us could extract from them such an approach, in vacuuo, couli: be justified. tut not NoWe 
So, despite my great respect for UVyril's competences and objectives, 1 an satisfied that lis 
érustration in this endeavor is in our interest. In tolling you this, I also tell you what 
you auy not mow, that i was the first to awk for acccss to this tilm, the day it was smounced 
that it had been trensferred, +t took much to change uy thiniing. é 


oincerely, 


4erold Weisbers 





